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NUMBERS xxv1:9. 


This is that Dathan and Abiram, which 
were famous in the Congregation, who ſtrove 
againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron in the 
Company of Korah, when they ſtrove againſt 
the Lord. 


T hath been obſerved by.no inconſiderable, nor 
unconſidering Man among us, That the firſt 
Authors and Beginners of the grand Miſchiefs 

and Diſorders among Men, have been ever as tg 
their Perſons remarkably puniſhed in this Life ; 
and I think T may ( without preſumption ) add, 
that as to their Memories they have no leſs been 
{tigmatized to Poſterity for ever after. And this emi- 
nently appears in the inſtance of the three great Sin- 
ners afore us ( the firſt Publick Mutineers againſt 
Kingſhip and Prieſthood that we meet with 1n the 
world ) Korah the Author and Leader, Dathan and 
Abiram his Seconds and Followers; the one a 
diſſatisfied aſpiring Levite, the other diſobliged dif- 
ouſted Renberites. A fin perhaps not ſo timely born 
into the world as ſome other ins, but every way as 
luſcious and pleaſing to ſome ſort of Men; nay, as 
taking and as likely to laſt and to abide in the world 
as any one fin, that the Scripture hath any where 
took notice of, or the great God at any time puni- 
F 2 ſhed : 
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ſhed: a ſin attended with the grout proſecution 
of vengeance from Heaven, and charged upon the 
Memories and Names of the ACters thereof with 
the greateſt and moſt durable marks ofinfamy. An 
argument certainly, that how ſweet and palatable, 
how popular and plaufible a: thing ſoever Rebellion 
and Sedition may ſeem to be, yet they mult be 
crimes highly diſpleaſing to Almighty God, ever to 
be ſhun'd and hated by the Sons of Men as very great 
Enormities ;. ſo great and ſo deteſtable, that they are 
not to be thought on without abhorrence, nor men- 
tioned without diſguſt and diſgrace. We have the 
whole ſtory of the matter 1n the Sixteenth of Vum- 
bers, at the beginning of the thirty eighth LeQture of 
the Law, which the. Hebrews entitle Kprah, becauſe 
the Mutiny. and Rebellion, wherein this Kprah, Da- 
than and Abiram were engaged, 1s the principal and 
moſt remarkable matter there treated of, We meet 
with them again in my Text, then in Dewterozomy, 
then in the Pſalms, and fo on to the Epiltle of St, 
Jude, but never without their ſin and their puniſh- 
ment annexed ; God being unwilling that ſuch for- 
ward and notorious Malefactors ſhould be had in 
remembrance without Dirt and Infamy to attend 
them : that which brings them upon the Stage here, 
is the muſter that was made for the diſtriburing the 
Land among the {/raelites, whereunto they were now 
got; a time certainly to take notice of Rebels and of 
Schiſmaticks in, yea, and of their Poſterity too ( if 
the earth hath not ſwallowed them up, or they re- 
pented them of their fathers ſins) leſt too much of 
the Land be given them, and they put into a capacity 
to rebel and to mutiny again: in this muſter the 


preference is given to the Tribe. of >. 
; one 
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Firſt-bort of 1/7ae/; and among other the deſcend- 


ants-thereof Dathaz and! Abiram are found ; . where- 


upon a ftop is put, and the muſter not ſuffered to go 
on, till their Names and Villanies are enrolled for a 
Sign and Memorial to all after Ages, (to the-Rewbe- 


»ites from whom they deſcended in particular,-to the. 


whole Nation of the 1/rae/ires to whom they be- 
longed in general.) thereby hanging them up in 
Effigie, though otherwile- deltroyed, and leaving 
them to be-pointed at by all that ſurvive or come after 
( ſo odious mult Schiſnr and Rebellion for ever be.) 


with a This i that Dathan and Abiram, who ſtrove 
againſt Meſes aud againſt Aaros in the Company of. 


Korah, when they ſtrove againſt the Lord. 


So that my Text ſingles out a ſort of Sinners above. 


all that then were, or ever had been ſinners in 1/-ael ; 
for we ſhall not find throughout the whole Muſter- 


Roll beſides, that any one was ſeized upon, or ſo. 


much as Chronicled for his misdeeds, theſe and theſe 
only ( beſides Nadab and Abihu, Perſons much of 


the ſame guilt with themſelves ) excepted ; as being. 


( without doubt ) ſinners above others, notoriouſly 


and eminently ſo; or rather ſuch ſinners that the. 


Earth muſt not bear, nor the Land be divided unto. 
Pleaſe you upon this ſmall alarm to examin the mat-. 
ter how they come to be.ſo culpable ; and in order 
thereunto look we, 


. . Into their Crime ; They ſtrove againſt Moſes and 
againſt Aaron. | 

2. Into the ſhame they were thereupon expoſed 
unto; they were made a fign, and ſet up for Poſte- 
rity to behold, with a.T hzs i that Dathan and Abiram. 
il 
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I confeſsa charge of this nature 1s an invidious 
diſtaſting thing ; men though they be attually en- 
gaped in rebellion againſt their King, or in Sedition 
againſt their Prieſts, yet they care not to be ſtared in 
the face, and calPd Rebels for it. Though of them- 
ſelves as bloody as Caiz, as impoſing as Nimrod, as 
SanQtimoniouſly wicked as Dathazand Abiram, and 
altogether as reſolved to follow their ſteps and ways 
( to the dethroning of Moſes, to the unprieſting of 
Aaron ) ; yet the gaping earth 1< 7 more horrid and 
{caring than the mouth of the FP; when opened 
upon them ; they love to a, >ur (!:2y hate to hear, 
and though none more deſpicable io them than the 
Sons of Aro» when diſtant,and apart; yet anArmy of 
Banners is not more terrible than the meaneſt of them, 
when got into his Eval, or begirt with his linnen 
Ephod, he thunders out his Anathemas and execra- 
tions againſt them. Wherefore ſince it is my Task 
today (if nor to preach) at leaſt to poi':t with my 
finger, it were folly in me to exvect much kinder 
uſage ( provided they be the inflicters ) than what 
the earth and the fire afforded, even to be {wallowed 
up and conſumed by them; eſpecially when there 
are ſo many undevoured Dathans and 4birams in the 
land, yea,and ſo many of their ſons too, who,inſtead of 
repenting them of their fathers ſins, go oa 1n their fa- 
thers ways. Hence their Cenſures and their Cenſers : 
their Cenſures to defame and bely our Perſons ; their 
Cenſers to confront and diſturb our Office : However 
when the Muſter's made, theſe are to be made a ſign. 
Look we therefore 


1. Into the nature of their Crime ; They ſtrove 
ez ainſt Moſes and againſt Aaron ; againſt Moſes their 
King, 
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King, againſt Aaroz their Prieſt ; perſons nominated 
and appointed by God himſelf to be their Leaders 
and Governours; The one as to their concerns in 
State ; The other as to their concerns in Religion, 
yet at all times envy'd and accounted the worſt of 
men, no better than Buchanax's wild beaſt, that muſt 
be hunted down, and at length made a Prey to the 
Leaders of them, ex famous in the Conmregation. 
Hitherto ( ſay the Jews ) all Dominion and Govern- 
ment from the very days of Adam ( to whom it was 
firſt given) had gone along with the firſt-born ; 
whole Priviledges, Pre-eminences, Prerogatives the 
Law declareth to be very great, in that they were 
peculiarly given and conſecrated to God, ( Exod, 22. 
29. ) were next in honour to their parents, ( Gez. 49. 
3.) had a double portion of their fathers goods, 
( Deat.21.17, ) ſucceeded them in the government 
of the family or kingdom, ( 2 Chroz.21.3.) and in 
the adminiſtration of the Prieſt-hood and ſervice of 
God, (Nam 8.17.) Neither was ever any of them - 
( for ought that I can find ) diſſeiz'd of that his right, 
but by Necial appointment from God, and only for 
ſome greater faults, as in the caſe of Reubez ( from 
whoſe loins this our Dathan and Abiram deſcended) ; 
but was not to excel, becauſe he went up to his fa- 
thers bed ( Gez. 49. 3,4.). And thus it continued 
till ſuch time that the 1/rae/ites were to be led out of 
Egypt by the hands of Moſes and Aaron ( where they 
had ae. captives and ſlaves ) to bea Nation of them- 
ſelves, and to have a land of their own to dwell in; 
for the better accompliſhment whereof the Govern- 
ment was given by God to Moſes, the Prieſthood to 
Aaron and his Sons, adding the whole Tribe of Lev# 


to them ( whereof this Korah was one ) tobe aiding 
to 
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to them in all their miniſtrations ( Na.8.18.); an; 
this T tale to be the brit occaſion of the Mutiny an 

Inſurre&tion here made. However let not privat® 
perſons ( though as Sacred in their function as Korah, 
as great in their places as Dathan and Abiram) here- 
upon preſume to diſpoſe of birth-rights, or diſplace 
either Mitre or Crown ; ſuch things are not to be 
roucl'd, much leſs: transferr'd, but by the ſpecial 
appointment of God. Nay, had Moſes and Aaron 
of themſelves attempted the diſlocation and change, 
and without immediate authority from above, they 
mult have made themſelves criminals, and been every 
way as liable to puniſhment for ſtriving againſt the 
fir{t-born to diſpoſſeſs them of their wonted birth- 
right, as this Dathan and Abiram afterwards were, 
when they ſtrove againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron, to 
diſpoſſeſs the firſt of his Diadem, the ſecond of his 
Ephod, after God had 1o viſibly eſtabliſhed the one 
and the other upon them : Nothing but heaven {and 
by a voice ofits own, thundringas it did from mount 
Sinai) can make ſuch an undertaking innocent. 
Wherefore for Subjects to beleaguer and{ beſet their 
King, as if ike Moſes he were fitter to be wrapt up 
in Bulruſhes and thrown into the Sea, than pre- 
ſerv'd upon his Throne; for them to Combine and 
Conſpire not only againſt his Servants / to ſtone and 
abuſe them ) bur againſt his Heir to ſeize his Inhe- 
ritance and deprive him of his Birth-right, with a 
Come, This is the heir, let ws kill him, and take the inhe- 
ritance to our ſelves; for them over and above, not 
only to dehie and ſupplant the High-Prieſt and his 
Sons, but the whole Tribe of Lev: ( howbeit they 
have reconciled themſelves by their after Zeal ) asif 
they were till to endure the firſt curſe, and to be 4:- 
vViacd 
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vided a new in Jacob, and ſcattered afreſh in Iſrael ; 
doubtleſs it muſt be a fin fo tranſcendently ſinfuland 
provoking to God ( who hath ſet them up and owns 
them )) that both his Heaven and his Earth muſt be 
too hot, the one to bear, the other to receive them. 
Nay, what can ſuch ſinners expeQ, ſince they have 
been ſo induſtrious to divide the Earth, and make 
Schiſms among the inhabitants thereof, but that the 
Earth in return ſhould divide and open upon them ? 
what can they hope for but as they have been the 
Incendiaries among men, and ſet the Earth on fire 
( ever delighting like ſo many Salamarnders to dwell 
in the flames) but that they ſhould live and die in the 
ſaid flames? why ſhould not their Periſhings. as 
well as their Gainſayings be the ſame with Kjprahs ? 
or why ſhould they not down to the Gulph with 
Dathan and Abiram, when ( whilſt living ) they 
would have no Tents but theirs? ſuch another Cri- 
minal we read of ( Mark 15. 7.) who for the Inſur- 
rection by him made, and the Murder thereupon com- 
mitted was caſt into Priſon and bound for Executi- 
on, and yet you ſhall find that when it was moved 
by Pilate whether Jeſ#s or He ſhould ſuffer, the 
People as one ( well wiſhers all to the proceedings of 
the man) cried out, ot Barabbas but Feſws : and 1 
am very apt to think, that if it were left unto the 
People ſtill to give their Vogue who are the ſinners 
of the Day ( {o poiſoned have they been of late) 
that it would not be Dathan nor .Abiram, no nor any 
of the Sons of Kyprah (all, and every one of them 
God wot are Holy, Tenoramwsly Holy) but Moſes 
and Aaroz ( Gods King and Gods Prieſt) that would 
be brought in for Guilty. However that we may 
| be throughly informed andacquainred with the na- 

| G ture 
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ture of the Crime ( an Horrid Traiterous Conſpira- 
cy, it ſeems, it was) look we, 


x. Into the Perſons engaged therein ; 
2. Into the Motives that induced them to it 5 
3. Into the Judgment paſſed upon the Attion,. 


1. Into the Perſons engaged, which were Dathaz 
and Abiram; the only perſons nam'd as being the 
Ringleaders and Generals of the Faction, and pro- 
bably more fully ſet and reſolved to go on with the 
Mutiny and InſurreCction they had made, than many 
others that were ſeduc'd and decoyed into the quar- 
rel: for I find Kprah and his Company ſubmitting to 
a Peaceable debate with Moſes, though it ended not 
ſo ( Nb. 16.8.) ; and whereas 0 the Son of Peleth 
took men, no-leſs than others ( Nawb. 16, 1.) yet 
we hear of him no more, probably deſiſting upon 
what Moſes had faid in the caſe ; but as for this Da- 
than and Abiram they would no ſuch thing, We will 
not come up (lay they, verſe 12.) reſolving to ſtand 
ro their Arms, and to keep both their Poſt and Par- 
ty; Men under Solemn Covenants and Engage- 
ments never to yield: whatever. others might do; 
inſomuch that henceforward no Moſes and Aaroz, 
or no Dathaz and Abiram; no Sons of Amram, or no 
Sons of Eliab, Two only.named, and yet the FaRti- 
on Great and Prevalent ! Conſider we therefore, 


x. Their Quality, 
2. Their Confederates and Party. 


x. Their Quality, they were famous i the Con- 
gregation; Taid (Numb. 16. 2.) to be Princes of the 
 Aſembh, 
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Aſſembly, and Men of renown :; Primores & Senatores, 
States-men and Senators, called to the Parliament or 
Great Council of che Narion ; from their Place 
| therein faid to be Princes of the Aſſembly, and from 
the Buſile and Stir they cher ma@2, to be Mex famous 
in the Congregation, "112 of renowi: ; RW WIR Men 
of Honourable Note and Name, like thoſe Giants 
( thoſe mighty Men of Old) who having got power 
into their hands, turned Apoſtates from God, and fell 
upon others with Violence and Oppreſſion, exer- 
ciſing an unlimited Tyranny over all that would be 
under or leſs Princes than themſelves. One of the 
Aſſembly {peaking of them ſays, that they were men 
of Note and Fame both for Parentage and Parts, 
but grown Notorious and Infamous for the abuſe of 
them, through an Impious Conſpiracy and Rebel- 
lion ; it being almoſt impoſſible to be Men of Name 
(Popular and Cried up States-men, the Demagogues 
and Demigods of the Mobile ) but in ſome meaſure 
or other to be given and addicted to Mutiny and 
Fattion. Some miſtake this Aſſembly for the Sane- 
drim wherein the Seventy fat to aſſiſt Moſes in his 
matters of Judicature;; but altogether againlt reaſon, 
| In regard they conſiſted but of Seventy in Number 
(Numb. 11.16.) ; whereas the Aſſembly before us 
had many Hundreds in it; no leſs than Two Hun- 
dred and Fifty of them took part with our Dathar 
and Abiram, ard probably as many (if nat more) 
might adhere to, and go along with Moſes their 
King ; (for it is not to be ſuppoted, that all of them 
like the Apoſtate Angels ſhould quit their Loyalty 
and fall together; or like the mighty Men' afote 
ſpoken of become, Giants in a day ) a Proof, that it 
was the National' Senate made up (as Abrlerſisand' 

G2 others 
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others averr) of all the Governours and Heads of 
the People throughout the whole Nation of the 
Iſraclites, Howbeit if ſuch do Apoſtatize and de- 
clize, turn Mutineers and Rebells, make or eſpouſe 
a Faction, its a Thouſand to one but ( like Lucifer ) 
they draw a Train (a great part of the Congrega- 
tion) after them ; the truth whereof Ezg/az4 ſuffici- 
ently knows, having been once quite ſhatter'd and 
undone, and ſithence almoſt broken to pieces again 
by ſuch FaQious Unruly Senators, Prizces of her 
Aſſembly, Men of renown, However I do not find 
that the Cauſe was ever the better, or the more 
favoured for ſuch Senators being 1n it; nay, in all 
probability it ſped the worſe; for whereas Moſes had 
hitherto overlooked Kgrah and his Converticles 
(pitying their ſimplicity, and ſeemingly indulging 
their miſtaken Zeal, as if their Separation had been 
Conſcience not Deſign) He no ſooner hears of 
the perverſion of his Senators, and how the Coxver- 
ricle influenced the Aſſembly, but he immediately calls 
for Vengeance, and God executes it ; deeming it 
high time to put a ſtop to both (by making examples 
of ſome, even of ſome of the very Princes of the 
Aſſembly) leſt Church and State, Prieſthood and 
Government, Religion and Commonwealth be 
ruined and fall together. The Apoſtle ſpeaking but 
of one unruly Member, in the body Natural, the 
Tongue, faith (James 3. 6.) that if it be not re- 
ſtrained, zt will ſet the whole courſe of nature ( the whole 
wheel of affairs) into combuſtion; and what then 
(do you think ) will become of the body Politick, if 
Two Hundred and Fifty of them be let alone ? 
eſpecially when to every Tongue there are Two 
Hundred Hands, and in every Hand a Granado. 
Conlider we, 2, Their 
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2. Their Confederates and Party, It was iz the 
Company of Kprah ; This t that Dathan and Abiram, 
who ſtrove againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron in the Com- 
pany of Kprah. There mulſt(it ſeems) be an Aſſembly of 
Diuvines to ſanttifie Rebellion, as well as. an 
Aſſembly of Princes to carry it on; KXyprah ard his 
Company to Preach and to Pray, as well as Dathaz 
.and Abiram to Fight; State Deligners can never 
proſper, if there be not Church Revolters; Come 
zow I pray thee ( ſaith Balak to the Prophet Balaam ) 
and curſe me this People, for they are too mighty for me, 
and peradventure T ſhall prevail. It was upon this 
deſign that Korah firſt went out, ( Kyrah the princi- 
pal and prime Incendiary who inflam'd the reſt ).for 
it is ſaid of him ( Numb. 16. 1.) that he took men, 
that is, (according to the Chaldee Tranſlation ) That 
he ſeparated and withdrew himſelf aloof and apart 
from the reſt of the Congregation, taking along: 
with him ſuch as were as ready as himſelf to caſt off 
the Prieſthood and Miniſtration of Aaroz, and to- 
have Meetings and Conventicles of and by themſelves ; 
ſaid therefore for ever after, to be of the Company of 
Korah. Whither having once got them, then 
( according to the Septuagizt's Tranſlation ) #AzAnae, 
He Preached unto them ;. took them by his Sediti- 
ous Diſcourſes and Sermons, filling their Ears-with 
noiſe and clamor, their Hearts. with fears and 
jealouſies, their Souls with Religious fury and En- 
thuſiaſtical madneſs, till he had fitted them for what 
ever the Ringleaders of the Faction ſhould prompt 
them to. To this Company of Men the diſcontent- 
ed Reubenites at length joyned themſelves, as know-- 
ing that if a Crown be to be won, or a.Birthright 
regain'd,. 
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regain'd, the ſeparated Levites muſt be aiding and 
aſſiſting to them 1n it : enough certainly to make 
both Moſes and Aaron to beware, left by con:riving 
too long at Korah, Dathan and A4biraz: ( thoſe State 
Engineers) give rout unto them boci. However 
he took, and he took, till he had took ſome of 
the chief Princes of the Land; no leſs than Two 
Hundred and Fifty of them that were within the 
walls of the Senate, Princes of the Aſſembly ( Numb. 
15.2,), more (as it may be preſumed ) infinitely 
more, 1n and among the Families and Tribes whom 
they repreſented, and for whom they ſerved; 
queſtionleſs being Mex of renown and name, they 
could not be withouta FaQtion tocry them up, and 
(ifneed were) to follow them : neither indeed durſt 
they have been fo bold and daring, in the ver 
Alſembly, where Mofes himſelf fat, had they not had, 
and been ſecured ofan intereſt ſuitable to their am- 
bition and deſigns. However I cannot but remark, that 
they were all (every one of them ) of the'Company 
of Korah; Men addicted to Separation and Faction, 
having Tents, Converticles, Levites of their own, 
in oppolition to Azron, the' Tabernacle, and the 
Prieſthood of God. And therefore you ſhall find, 
thar though the Cenſer and' the burning of incenſe 
properly belonged to the Prieſt and to his Office 
( 2 Chror. 26.18.) ; yet there was not one of thoſe 
FaQious Princes but had a Cenſer belonging to him, 
Two' hundred and fifty Cenlers, for the Two hun- 
dred and fifry Princes: (Numb; 16. 18. ); and I 
am apt to think, that ifevera Rebellion be kindled 
again 1n our 1/rae/, it muſt be by ſuch Separatiſts, 
and through the Fire of their'Cenſers. Its'certain, 
that the only Mutineers here ane a ana, 36A 
tizec 
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tized Levites excepted ) were the diſguſted Rewbe- 
xnites, whoſe Tribe was ſituated next unto the Ky- 
hatbites ( of whoſe family this Korah was) as they 
were lodg'd about, and furroundea the Tabernacle, 
(Num, 2.10.) and thereby influenced by thoſe con- 
ventions of theirs to be of their party and faction. 
And I dare lay, it there be a Rebel, or one that 
wiſhes well to rebellion 10 Ezg/anad, he is to be met 
with in, or upon the borders of ſuch Tents and 
places. For my part, were I, for a tribute upon 
me, to bring forth one or mare of them to my King, 
I would::go-but to: the next Conveaticle, and the 
man that, I ſaw firſt come out, ſhould be he that I 
would ſeize upon, as knowing that if he be found 
in the Company, he muſt have the gainſayings of 
Korah, and wiſh well to the Tents of Darhan and 
Abiram, And ſowe paſs from the. perſons engaged 
in the mutiny unto | 


2, The Motives that induc'd them to it ; which. 
were either 
x. Secret and concealed, and;not ſo much. as 
mentioned by them-in'the fray, or 
2, Divulg'd, and made the common. argu- 
ment and pretence. 


I. Secret. and conceal d, which. ( for ought that T 
can find ) was. their ambition and . diſcontent; in-- 
waxzdly repining atthegrandeur of Moſes and: 4aroz, 
and fretting at their own diſappointments, looking; 
on themſelves:(through, and: by, reaſon of that eſta- 
bliſhment ) as for ever loſt touching alb-future hopes: 
of greatneſs, Now this K9ra+ was of himſelf Coutin: 
Germanto Moſes. and; Axon, the eldeſt ſon.of _ 
brother. 
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brother to 4mram their father ( Exod.6.18.) ; A Le- 
vite of the family of the Kyohathites, to whom be- 
longed the charge of the moſt holy things withia the 
SanQtuary, and the chiefeſt p' ::£ next unto Aaron 
and his Prieſts about it ( Vs. 3.1 3.31.) , which one 
would have thought might have been preferment 
enough for the man : But becauſe the firſt-born of 
Izhar, and moreover Couſin German to Moſes and 
Aaron, who then had the power and the government 
in their hands, he thought his bi-cth-right and blood 
might have been better conſider, at leaſt ſo far 
forth as not to have had himſelfand his family thruſt 
down for ever into the rank and claſs of ordinary 
petty Levites ; much leſs to have Elizaphan the ſon 
of the youngeſt family of the Kpharhires, made 
Prince over the ſons of K-hath, even over this very 
Korah who was of the elder houſe, and himſelf in 
the interim negleted ( Nam.3.10.): all which put 
together raiſed his indignation and ſpleen, and ſet 
him firſt againſt his King, and then againſt his Prieſt 
(who ſhould not have degraded, ifthey had not 
preferr'd him) and was the firſt occaſion (as the Rab- 
bins ſay) that caus'd him to take men. Of the like 
nature was the diſguſt that Dathan and A4biram had 
taken; for -they were of the poſterity of Renbez, 
( Num. 16.1.) who was the firſt-born of Iſrael ( Ger. 4g. 
2.), but foraſmuch as he defiled his fathers bed, his 
birth-right was given from him, (1 Chroz.5.1.), that 
is to ſay, the Government to Moſes, the Prieſthood 
to Azron, the: double portion to Joſeph ; all loſt in ' 
Rewbex: but by his ſons ſought to be recovered, 
which was the occaſion alſo of their taking men, and 
joyning themſelves with Xorah ; hoping by him and 
his Company, to re-en{tate themſelves and their 

| poſterity 
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poſterity into that Power and dignity ( that Empire, 

Prieſthood, Eſtate) thar originally and of old be- 

long'd unto them. AndI am apt to think, that if 
all after-Mutinyings and Rebellions were look'd into, 

(yea, that of this very day) the like diſappoint- 

ments, diſguſts, degradations would be found at the 

bottom of them all. But Rebellion hath always a 

mask and vizard, a SamuePs mantle to cover its ug- . 
lineſs; Look we therefore 


2, Into the reaſon pretended, and ſpread abroad 
to draw in the populacy after. them ; which was 
lng > - 2a in Aaroz, Tyranny and breach of trutt 
in Moſes : the popular and uſual pretence that hunts 
down government, and gives birth and encourage- 
ment to all manner of anti-regal, anti-prieſtly fa&ti- 
ons ; and perhaps hath cauſed more Properties to 
be alter'd, more Birth-rights to be loſt, more Liber- 
ties to be invaded, more Religion to be defaced, yea, 
and more Arbitrarineſs and Tyranny to be ſet up 
and exerciſed in the world, than any one thing elſe 
beſides. Hence fays Kyrah to Aaroz in behalf of 
himſelf and his Company, you take too much upon you, 
ſeeing all the congregation is holy, and the Lord 1s among 
them (Num. 16.3.) ; and hence again, Dathan and 
Abiram with their company in: reference to Moſes, 
Ts it a ſpall thing that thou haſt brought us out of a 
land that floweth with milk and honey, to kill us in the 
wilderneſs, unleſs thou make thy ſelf Altogether a Prince 
over 15, 4 Prince abſolute and uncontrolable ( Num. 
16.13. ), which if either of them be your delign, 
( of you Aaros to appropriate the Prieſthood, or of 
you Moſes to en os the Government to your ſelves ) 


then farefall Pharaoch and his Kingdom ; may AZgypt 
H have 
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have us before. Cazazz, the land of thraldom before 
the land of promiſe; 1f-we mult be ſlaves and tyran- 
nized over, then to our furnaces again, where we 
had Patriarchs to govern us, and Priefts of our own 
ro rule us; ' where as we were ſlaves to others, we 
were Princes our ſelves. And hov of late did the 
like, but falfe, pretenfiens prevail with, and befool 
us? whither dirhe out-cries of an Arbitrary Go- 
vernment, of a proud and ufurping Prieſthood hurry 
us? As for the Church, her Beauty was defaced to 
have her Purity reſtored ; they prophan'd her Tem- 
ples, plunder'd her Revenues, deſtroy'd her Dilct- 
pline, poiſoned her Profelytes with a thouſand follies 
and phrenſies ( call'd indeed New Lights, but the 
black Enthuſiaſms of the Prince of darkneſs) and all 
to reform her ; fo they murdered' the beſt of Kings 
for the good of Subjetts ; wrung the Scepter out of his 
hand, and tore the Crown from his head to make 
him a great and a glorious Prince; ſo were we 
ſlaves to our own flaves, a company of T agarooas 
hired with our purſes to command our pe:ſons, and 
whatever elſe was ours ; many were no better than 
Servants, and Priſoners in their own homes, than 
Tenents and Farmers to their own eſtates, and this 
to preſerve the Rights and Liberties of the good 
People of Exg/azd, the right forſooth of Plundering, 
Opprefſing, Murdering. But for my part I wonder, 
that the good people of Erzg/azd did not all as one 
man riſe up in rage, and ftone thoſe notorious impu- 
dent Impoſtors, who ſo long abuſed their credulity, 
cheating them oftheir goods,and inthralling their per- 
fons, and (-as' mueh as in them lay ) damning their 
Souls; I wonder ( I ſay) that the Ezgliſh Nation 
ſhould be ſo diſpirited and creſt-faln (as like I[zzachars 
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Aſs )to be: daily loaden with blows and burdens, 
and tamely to couch under them; that they. ſhould 
be ſo ſtupid and inſenſible, of ſuch intolerable 
wrongs, and oppreſſions; but more, that any of us 
all ( after ſuch ſad and woful Tragedies aQed ) 
ſhould be:for the Furnace and Thraldom of 4gypt 
again ; ever. any more doat upon the holineſs of 
the: Party, or the ſweet Song that the Syrez makes. 
And ſo having conſidered the Motives, that induced 
them to the Conſpiracy, look we into, 


7. The Judgment:rpaſſed upon it, T his is that Da- 
than and Abiram, who ſtrave avainſt Moſes ;and againſt. 
Aaron, when they ſtrove againſt the Lord ; in ſhew 
no more than a ſtriving againſt them, but by inter- 
pretation, and 11 guilt, a ffriving againſt kf Lord. 

The iniquity whereof appears, . i791 
I. In thatit was a ſtriving againſt his right and 
power, to make an eſtabliſhment among them ; as 
ifthe ſetting up of Moſes and, Aaroz oyer them ( the 
one in the Government, the-other in the Prieſthood) 
had been an invaſion-upon the peoples right, ' and 
not in the power of any, no, -. not of; the great 
God himſelf to doit : which oppoſition (in as: meh 
as it was againſt the decrees of Heaven) is ſaid; (4n 
my:'Text) z0:be: a ſtriving againſt -the- Larg, and 
( Nuh; 16: it.) tobe! « gathering togather-dgaltnſt 
the Lord, Thus when the people grew; weary of 
Samnel, and threw off his Goyerhment, faith -God 
in the caſe,: They have not rejeded thee, but they have 
rejeited me ( 1 Samy; :7..),i.intimating, thar the 
Government, in whoſe;hands;{o everrregularly it be, 
is {till Gods;iand' that the: ſtriving againſt, or op- 
H 2 poſing 
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have us before. Cazazz, the land of thraldom before 
che land of promiſe; if .we mult be ſlaves and tyran- 
nized over, then to our furnaces again, where we 
had Patriarchs to govern us, and Priefts of our own 
ro rule us; ' where as we were {laves to others, we 
were Princes our ſelves.” 'And how of late did the 
like, but falfe, pretenfiens prevail with, and befool 
us? whither didrhe out-cries of an Arbitrary Go- 
vernment, of a proud and uſurping Prieſthood hurry 
us? As for the Church, her Beauty was defaced to 
have her Purity reitored ; they prophan'd her Tem- 
ples, plunder?d her Revenues, deftroy'd her Dilct- 
pline, poiſoned her Profelytes with a thouſand follies 
and phrenſies ( call'd indeed New Lights, but the 
black Enthuſiaſms of the Prince of darkneſs) and all 
to reform her ; fo they murdered the beſt of Kings 
for the good of Subjects ; wrung the Scepter out of his 
hand, and tore the Crown from his head to make 
him a great and a glorious Prince; ſo were we 
ſlaves to our own ſlaves, a company of T agaroons 
hired with our purſes to command our perſons, and 
whatever elſe was ours ; many were no better than 
Servants, and Priſoners in their own homes, than 
Tenents and Farmers to their own eſtates, and this 
to preſerve the Rights and Liberties of the good 
People of Exgl/azd, the right forſooth of Plundering, 
Opprefſing, Murdering. But for my part I wonder, 
that the good people of Ezz/and did not all as one 
man riſe up in rage, and ſtone thoſe notorious impu- 
dent Impoſtors, who fo long abuſed their credulity, 
cheating them oftheir goods,and inthralling their per- 
fons, and (as' mueh as in them lay ) damning their 
Souls; I wonder ( I ſay) that the Ezeiih Nation 
ſhould be ſo diſpirited and creſt-faln (as like Izzachars 


Aſs) 


_ 
- 


(51) 
Aſs )to be: daily loaden , with blows and burdens, 
and tamely to couch under them; :that; they. ſhould 
be fo ſtupid and inſenſible,: of ſuch intolerable 
wrongs, and oppreſſions ; but more, that any of us 
all ( after ſuch ſad and woful Tragedies ated ) 
ſhould be: for the Furnace and Thraldom of #gypt 
again ; ever. any. more doat upon the holineſs of 
the: Party, or the ſweet Song that the Syrez makes. 
And ſo having conſidered the Motives, that induced 
them to the Conſpiracy, look we into, 


7. The Judgment:rpaſſed upon it, This is that Da- 
than and Abiram, who ſtrave apain(t Moſes and againſt 
Aaron, when they ftrove againſt the Lord ; in ſhew 
no more than a ſtriving againit them, but by inter- 
pretation,- and 1n guilt, a;frivirg againſt the Lord. 
The iniquity whereof appears, .. W229 


I. In thatit was a ſtriving againſt his right and 
power, to make an eſtabliſhment among them ; as 
ifthe ſetting up of Moſes and. Aaroz oyer them ( the 
one in the Government, the-orher in the Prieſthood) 
had been an invaſion:upon the peoples; right, ' and 
not in the power of any, no, -; not ' of: the great 
God himſelf to doit : which oppolition- (in as: meh 
as it was againſt the decrees of Heaven) is ſaid; (an 
my: Text) z0:be a ſtriving againſt the. Lard, and 
( Nur. 16: rt.) torbe' z gathering togather- againſt 
the Lord, Thus when the people grew; weary of 
Samuel, and threw off his Government, {aith -God 
in the caſe,: 7 hey have not rejeiftd thee, but they have 
rejected me ( 1. Sam. 8: 7. ), i intimating, that the 
Government, in whoſe:hands:{o everrregularly it be, 
is {ti Gods; and: that the: ſtriving againſt, or op- 

H 2 poſing, 
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poſing of them that have it, is a ſtriving againſt and 
oppoling of him; 'and will as ſeverely and ſurely be 
puniſhed, as if it were ated, or deſigned againſt 
Ris very Perſon and Throne. The like our bleſſed 
Saviour declares concerning his Miniſters, He that 
heareth you, heareth me ; and he that deſþiſeth you, deſpiſeth 
»1e ( Luke 10. 16. ) ; intimating, that he that caſts 
off, or riſes 'up againft his Prieſt, doth in effect caſt 
of, and riſe up againſt God, whoſe Prieſt he is, and 
whoſe Prie{thood he exerciſes... And indeed it is not 
for Subjects to trouble themſelves about their 
Governours, ——_ _ or OS than 
to ſee that they be Gods off-spring, and. are ſent by 
him ; the ſt bf their cats hn and follow, 
yea, and withas much readineſs, regard, venerati- 
on (if God be with them) as if the very Gods them- 
ielves were come down from Heaven among them. 
Now that Moſes was thus appointed ( for we have 
fpoken of Aaroz before) is plain from the Com- 
mitfion given him, which was firſt ſealed ( Exod. 3. 
10. ), afterwards ratified and confirm'd unto him 
( Exod, 4. )by a power to-work Miracles, for the con- 
vincing gainſayers, which was fully done, by turn- 
ing his Rod into a Serpent, and back into a Rod 
again; by making his hand Leprous, and then clear- 
ing it of thar Leproſie ; by cauſing the water in the 
River. to become blood upon the ground ; though 
had there been neither Commiſſion at firſt, nor 
ratification afterwards, yet the works he had done, 
and the: mighty deliverances, he had wrought for 
them (that eſpecially of raiſing them into a Nation 
by themſelves, when they. were, and had beenflaves 
to others.) might have cauſed; not only all the 


Tribes and:Famulies, but all the firſt-born. of 1/7ae!, 
to: 
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to have ſurrendred their birth-rights, and become 
SubjeAs tohim. The Government ( thus transferr'd ) 
was afterwards by a gift of the like nature, ſetled 
upon Joſhua, then upon the Judges, and then upon 
Kzngs, and at length appropriated, and entaild, 
upon the Deſcendants and Line of Davzd ( 2 Sam. 7. 
12. ) which ſhews, that whatever alteration God 
is pleaſed to make, he is always pleaſed, with the 
thing called Succeſſion ; for he ſetled his Prieſthood 
in it, afterwards the Government, and from thence 
never made nor ſuffered a deviation; and in truth 
is a moſt evident and plain demonſtration, that if 
God entails, none but God mult cut off; and that 
every ſtriving afterwards againſt it, is a friving 
againſt the Lord. 


2. This ſtriving againſt Moſes and Aaron appears 
to bea ſtriving againſt the Lord, in that it was proſe- 
cuted againſt his declared reſolution to defend the 
eſtabliſhment he had made. One ſhould have 
thought, had they not been a Rebellious gainſaying 
People indeed ( a People, who like the Sons of 
Yerviah were reſolved to be too hard for Govern- 
ment, and to die every one of them in the cauſe, 
rather than to give out) that the fire which broke 
out to conſume ſome of them, and the earth that 
opened its mouth to devour others of them, ſhould 
have enlightned the eyes, and ſtopt the mouths of 
all the ſurvivers of them from all after Murmuriogs.. 
But no ſooner is the puniſhment over and they. ſafe, 
but they grow as Mutinousas ever, enter upon-new 
conſultations and freſh complaints; and thereupon 
gather themſelves the ſecond time together,. and 
area ſecond time. puniſhed ; a Plague from Heaven 
devouring, 
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devouring no leſs than Fourteen thouſand and ſeven 
hundred of them ( verſe 49. ); neither ſtay they 
here (ſo hard is it to put a {top to Fattion ), but un- 
leſs a Miracle be further wrought for the particular 
vindication of Aaroz and his Prieſts, they*l die on, 
and {tand the other and the other judgment ; which 
in the laſt place was finiſhed and effected in the bud- 
ding and bloſſoming of Aaroxs Rod,amidit the Rods of 
thefeveral Tribes of [/7ae/ (laid by it) to confront and 
prove it; and becauſe it did fo, ( the other remaining 
ſapleſs and dry ) it became a token againſt the Rebels, 
and fo their Murmurings ended(Namb. 17.10.). And 
I am apt to think, that if ever a Mutiny or Rebel- 
lion be to be taken away, it muſt be by the budding 
and bloſſoming of Aarons Rod ; for it was by Kpra/ 
that the Faction began, and by his Company that. 
it was carried on; and therefore by the Rule of con- 
traries, it muſt be by Aaroz and his Prieſts defeated. 
Hence faith God to Moſes ( when he would have 
_ declined his office for want of an Aſliſtant ) Is not 
Aaroa the Levite thy brother ? I know he can ſpeak well, 
and he ſhall be to thee inſtead of a mouth, and thouſhals 
be to him inſtead of a God ( Exod. 4. 16.) intimating, 
that if Moſes do but interpole, and by his Authority 
protect Aaron, to keep him ſafe in his Office and 
Duty that the FaCtion diſturb him not ; Aaron and 
his Prieſts will do the like for Moſes, by Preaching 
up the Doctrine of Obedience, and upon all occaſions 
ihewing the People, that they muſt be [ubject ro 
Principalities and Powers, or elle purchaſe to themſelves 
Damnation, and be thrown for ever, after Dathan 
and Abiram into the Fiery Aſſociation» of Rebells. 
My Prayer therefore ſhall be, that the Rod ( which 
hath been ſolong taken from Aaroz, may be reſtored 
to 
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to him again ; and waen reſtored ) that it may for 
ever bloſſom and bud, and fill the face of the world 
with fruit; and then I doubt not, but (as it hap- 
pened to the 1/ralites, fo ) it will be to the Inhabi- 
rants of #21424, a laſting token againſt Rebels, 
and their Murmurings thereby be quite taken away, 
And ſo we pals irom their Crime, 


2. To their Puniſhment ; This zs that Dathan and 
Abiram who ſtrove againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron ; 
and who for their to ſtriving. (as in the {ucceeding 
verſe ) were ſext quick to deſtruition, and thereby 
made a SpeCtacle and fign to all after Ages. To 
this judgment the Prophet hath reference, when 
praying againſt his enemies, he faith, Let them go 
down to Hell ( Pialm 55. 15.) ; Now theſe things were 
our examples ( laith the Apoſtle) and were written for 
our admonition; that we remembring what was. 
done by and upon theſe finners here, may take care 
of doing and becoming like them :. every one of them 
(by the Sign and Spectacle they are made ) Preach- 
ing this Leſſion to all that come after, Ti; «s eus 
cpaoy evor6n; x5w, Letevery one that looks up unto 
me; ( be he a Leviteas was Koreh; a Layman as were 
Dathan. and Abiram; fam or infamous in the Con- 
gregation ) for ever beware of being Seditious 
againſt their Prieſts, or of being Rebels againſt their 
Prince, leſt - the earth open, and the fire 1n like'man- 
ner conſume them, But paſling by the puniſhmeat 
which ſeized upon their Perſons, look we only at 
preſent (as much more proper to our purpoſe ) to 
what happened to their Names and Poſterity ; a 
Conſideration perhaps no leſs influential with ſome, . 
to deter fromthe ſins than the former. And in order 
hereunto remark we, 1. That 


& 
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t. That Sedition and Rebellion, are two ſuch 
ſins, that they deſervedly ſtain the memory of the 
engagers in them with perpetual Infamy, and di/- 
grace; their Names mult never after be mentioned 
without their Crimes ; their Eicutcheons muſt have 
their blot, their Arms a bar, their greatneſs an al- 
lay ; ſomething or other to make them infamous, 
for having once been famous. This, this i that 
Dathan and Abiram | This by way of contempt and 
diſgrace ; This whom all Records muſt ſtigmatize, 
all Chroxicles defame, all good men loath ; This who 
if but caſually namd, muſt be ſpat at, ſpoke againſt, 
and made odious to Poſterity, for the crimes they 
have been guilty of, The like may every way be 
obſerved off Feroboam, who for turning Rebel to his 
Lawful Soveraign, and for renouncing and caſting 
off the Prieſthood, and Service of the Temple, to 
become a King himſelf. And to have Service, and 
Prieſts of his own, (ins ſcarce ever forgiven, but 
never in Hiſtory to be forgotten ) is faid to have 
taught Iſrael to fin; and for his ſo doing can never 
after be mentioned ( though often and often in 
Scripture nam'd ) without a record of that his wick- 
edneſs affixt, with a This is that Jeroboam the ſon of 
Nebat, who taught Iſrael to ſin. Cuſtomary it was 
among the Fews, at the naming the name of Hamay, 
to beat their fiſts upon the P/axchers where they 
were, as if it had been upon Hamar's head ; not 
willing that ſuch an enemy to Religion, and one 
that had deſerved ſo ill of it, ſhould have a naming 
among them, without a blow at the ſame time (if 
poſſible) to brain him. MNow the reſt of the Ads of 
Rjmri, and his Treaſon that he wrought, are they not 
writers 
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written in the Chronicles of the Kjnegs of Tſ(rael ( 1 Kin. 
16. 20.); ſuch ſort of ſinners muſt not off the ſtage 
and have their memories preſerved, unleſs it be to 
keep up their wickedneſs, and therewith their pu- 
niſhments, for an admonition to us that we be not 
11 Our generations like unto them. And wherefore 
then is it, O Son of Dathaz | that thou canſt glory in 
thine or thy fathers ſhame? That rhou cantt boaſt 
of the mutinies thou haſt made, of the battels thou 
haſt been engaged in, of the murders thou haſt 
therein commutted ? Doſt thou think that thoſe arms 
( thoſe Spears, which hang up as Trophies by thee 
of thy wickedneſs ) do, or can give luſtre to thy 
name, or add any merit to thy family ? Nay, canlit 
thou imagine, that thoſe finners upon whom the 
tower of Si/oaxz fell, or rather thoſe ſinners whoſe 
limbs are yet upon the Tower, were ſinners above 
all other men ? I tell you nay, #9ut except you repent, 
ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. Remark we 


2. That Sedition and Rebelion are two ſuch ſins, 
that God uſually puniſheth unto the third and fourth 
generation, unleſs by their poſterity they be repented 
of. Here you ſhall find the whole family of Dathaz 
and Abiram to be cut off; they and all that apper- 
tain'd unto them, their wives, and their ſons, and their 
little children, ( Num. 16.27.) Inſomuch that when 
the land was to be divided among the reſpective fa- 
milies of 1/7ae/,there was not one of the families either 
of Dathan or Abiramto be found (Nam.26.) ; which 
{hews, that they all dyed with, for, or under their 
fathers ſins. Nay, look into the next Chapter, and 


you ſhall find the daughters of Ze/ophehad ( though 
[ their 
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their father was dead) pleading for his inheritance, 
and uſing this for an argument why rhey ſhould not 
be overlook'd nor paſs'd by in the diviſion, becauſe 
though dead, yet he dyed in his own fin and not in 
the company with Dathan and Abiram ; Onr father 
dyed in the wilaernefi, and he was mot in the company 
of Korah, bat dyed in his own ſin (v.3.); intimating, 
that if he had been guilty of the Treaſon, or had 
been in the Conſpiaacy with thoſe Traitors and Re- 
bels, his name had worthily been ſtruck out of the 
genealogy, and his poſterity juſtly difinherited, and 
made objects of ſcorn, contempt and poverty to all 
after ages. The ſons indeed of Kyrah either were 
not ingag'd in, or atleaſt repented them of their fa- 
thers lin ; and therefore it 1s ſd ( in the ver/e ſave 
one ſucceeding my Text) zhat the children of Rorah 
dyed not ; nay, they not only ſurviv'd the deſolation, 
but they kept their office in 1/-ae/; for their genealo- 
gy is reckoned, their poſterity appointed by David 
ro be Singers. in the houſe of the Lord, they had 
many Pſalms dedicated to them, of them came 
Samnel the Prophet, and Herman who with his off 
ſpring were ſingers (1 Chroz.6.); and T dare ſay 
there is no man living who wiſheth well either to: 
Moſes or to Aaroy, that envies theirs or any other 
man's reconciliation or preferment. We know, and: 
we deſire that the ſons integrity may expiate for their- 
fathers ſedition, and their after Loyalty for all for- 
mer Rebellions ; there 7s joy in heaven (as our Saviour 
telleth us) over oze ſinner that: repenteth, and our 
trouble rather is,that there are not more, as great an: 
appearance of them as ever march'd againſt their 
King, or quarrel 'd their Prieſts : Iſhould then turn 
my 
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my Sword into a Plough-ſhare, my Steleteuticks into 
Euges, my reproofs into Pzans ; I would bleſs the 
day, andenter it not into my Rubrick ( that perhaps 
may ſeem too bloody ) but into my Calendar (which 
hath its af$6s as well as at$65 dies) that ever I ſaw 
{ucha reformation ; and inſtead of rearing up gib- 
bets with Hamaz, I would venture my life with 
Heſter (were my intereſt like hers) to lead ſuch 
Mordecaies tothe King : but ſince I ſee, that the dog 
returns unto his vomit, and that not only the pa- 
rents have eaten ſowre grapes, but that their childrens 
teeth are ſet on eage by them, T hope it will not be amiſs 
tocall unto ſuch to repent leſt the tower of Si/oazz 
fall alſo upon them, and they likewiſe periſh in the 
gainſaying of Korsh, For my part, had I been the 
jon of. a Kprah, ofa Dathaz or Abiram, and had not 
repented me of my fathers ſins, yea, and givena {ufli- 
cient demonſtration to the world of that my repen- 
tance,: I ſhould dream of nothing but of murdered 
Biſhops and of martyr'd Kings, of Whztehal Scaftolds 
and of Edehill fights; Cromwpel and Bradſhaw in their 
blood and armour would be all I ſhould fee ; Cer- 
tainly the moſt miſerable Caitift whom the earth 
hath not as yet {wallowed, or whoſe limbs the juſtice 
of God -hath not exalted to be a ſpeQacle to Angels 
and men ; I {hould fanhe every corps I touch, would 
bleed ; every grave I tread upon, would cry out like 
Abe's againſt me; I ſhould conclude an hoſt of 
Loyalifts and Churchmen always hehigd me, chace- 
ing meto the jadgment-ſeat togive an account of my 
ations ; but how others do or can harden themſelves, 
unleſs they be their fathers own fans 1n principles as 
in blood, I know not, may perhaps pity, but (Iam 

12 afraid 
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afraid ) never reform. And yet verily there is a ge- 
neration of men in the world who need none of this 
repentance ; who have been neither enemies to their 
King nor oppoſers of their Prieſts ; who in the heat 
of the mutiny have been 'neither Schiſmaticks with 
Korah, nor Rebels with Dathan ; but fidi Achates, 
truſty and Loyal SubjeQs ; good old Barzilaz's, who 
are feign ( God knows) to be content with their 0/77 
meminiſſe, their wounds and ſcars, and dy'd gar- 
ments from Bozrah ; the ſervices they have done, 
and the ſufferings they have undergone ; yea, and 
others who following their fathers ſteps, have fought 
with beaſts at Epheſus, ventur'd at the dens of Lyons, 
ſtood the ſhock of Schiſmatical envy and Democra- 
tical fury ; and whenever the records be ſearch'd, I 
wiſh their names and their merits may not be over- 
look'd. But and if this be that Dathan and Abiram, 
or if theſe be the ſons of that Dathan and Abiram, 
whoſe names are to be branded to all poſterity for 
their Schiſmatical rebellious doings, what ought to 
be done to thoſe that have been thus faithful agd 
loyal, valiant and ſerviceable, ever ſtriving againſt 
the ſtrivers, and ( as need requir'd ) reſiſting the re- 
ſiſters unto blood ? Verily, Silver and Gold I have 
none, but what I have, give I heartily unto you; 
may the bleſſing therefore of Aaroz and of his rod 
fall upon you, and follow you ; may the King of Je- 
fhurun ( whoſe Champions and worthies you have 
been ) with his oyl and his fatneſs reward you, and 
(when the day of account comes) may you never 
| be found Rebels to your God, more than you have 
been unto your King, Remark we 


3. That. 


— 


3. That Sedition and Rebellion are two fuch ſins 
that will deſtroy the whole fabrick of Government 
though never ſo well rear'd, and run it eftfoon into 
confuſion and ſlavery, ifnot timely and carefully pre- 
vented. They'l divide the houſe, and if the houſe 
be divided, truth it felf will tell us, that it cannot 
ſtand. Humanity will turn into cruelty, nature and 
friendſhip into Faction and fury ; to: kill one ano- 
ther will be called valour, to difobey the King ac- 
counted loyalty ; plain robbery and oppreſſion the 
beſt of zeal and Religion; the Sword (the bloody, 
heedleſs, devouring Sword ) the only Lord Chief 
Juſtice of the Land. We ſhall ſoon ſee an over- 
throw of all order and Law, a confuſion in our 
duties both to God and man, and a Kingdom (which 
for its pleaſure may be a Paraai/e, for its Light a 
Goſhen, for its plenty a Canaan) chang'd into a 
Chaos, a worler Chaos than that which the world 
came out of; for. a word put an end to that ( God 
ſpake, and the world was made, Pſalm 38.9.) ; nay, 
God divided the light from the darknefi, and he called the 
light day, and the darkneff he called night, and the Eve- 
ning and the Morning were the firſt Day: (Gen.1. 5.) 
But if theſe take place, Evening and Morning will 
be both alike, we may know their beginning, but 
never their ending ; darkneſs and horror of darkneſs ! 
till we our ſelves ( if we be not careful) fall thereby 
into the pit of darkneſs. Wherefore let me per- 
{wade you (you who are this day to number the 
people, and to view the feveral inheritances among 
us, that there be no Mutineer nor Rebel in our 
Tribes or families. ). 

To 
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To be careful and jealous 1n that your enquiry, 
that none ſuch paſs your Tribunal ; much leſs go off 
from you with Ceremony and Complement ( too 
cuſtomary a thing with ſome) as if you were lovers 
of their Nation, and would build them Syna- 
-gogues. Iris not their being an holy Congregation 
that will make them ( when they are Seditious ) 
Holy ; neither will your puniſhing them be a ilay- 
ing the people of the Lord. We live ( you ſee) 1n 
an age full of Sedition and Conſpiracy, where net- 
ther our Moſes can well keep his Crown upon his 
head, norour Aaron his Ephod upon his breaſt ; the 
Seditious Levite on one hand, the Rebellious. Rew- 
benite on the other, are ſo indultrioully concern'd 
in the undermining and ſupplanting them both, 
that if heaven interpoſe not to defend the one and 
to root out the other, both Moſes and Aaron, Prielt- 
hood and Government muft {ink and;fajl together. 
Wherefore to your reſpeCtive Stations and Charge ; 
and know OX, 


1. That Dathazs Conſpiracy 1s ſtill on foot in the 
land, alive and alive like to be. The. Cauſe ( ſaith 
one of our late Regicides) lies in. ithe boſom of 
Chriſt, andas ſure as Chriſt aroſe, the' Cauſe will 
riſe again: T - believe (faith another of them, 
no leſs Prophet than'the former ) that at long run- 
ning.there.is not .a_ man that ' fears. the Lord, will 
have any reafon tobe ſorrowful for engaging / in the 
Cauſe; for though the Lord hath been. pleaſed to 
let it be as it were the Sun-ſetting for a night, yet 
1t will certainly ariſe next Morning very glo- 
= rioutly 
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riouſly again. Neither was it (for ought that I 
cand find) ever thorowly brow-beaten, or hils'd 
_ off the ſtage ; Theſe (faith the publiſhers of theic 

death ) all dy'd in the Faith; Saints who through 
Faith of the Goſpel have entered into reſt. Nay, 
who of the Company of them ( eſpecially if they 
vere famous either in the Aſſembly or in the Con- 
gregation ) ever went unto their graves (from 
that day to this) without an Herſe full of Scri- 
pture Scutcheons, and Religious Labels? The me- 
mory of the Juſt is blefſed, precious in the ſight of 
the Lord is the death of his Saints ; enough to give 
credit to the worſt: of Cauſes, and to draw all the 
Saints of the land after them © And yet ( with hor- 
ror be it ſpoken) ſome of them have had their 
bowels burnt alive, and went down into the earth 
like Dathan ; others of them liv'd and dy'd in the 
company of Kpz4h, and never repented them of their 
ſins though ſtained : with 'the blood of the beſt of 
Kings, and the devouteſt of Prelates. Shall TI 
re-mind you of what one of the Kyprathites {till 
living bath faid of himſelf? That he hath often 
ſearched- into his heart whether he did "lawfully 
engage in the late War agamſt the King, or did 
wel to encourage ſo 'many thouſands: to it, and 
that he cannot as yet fee:that he was miſtaken in 
the Cauſe, | neither dares he repent of it, nor for- 
bear to do the ſame if it were to do again. And 
yet this man lives andrepents him not ;| nay, hath 
his Company with him ſtill, to whom: he preaches 
Sedition as of old, and with whom thouſands. 
of the Datharites and Abiramites of the land do 
Confederate; whereby. you may am” 
neſs. 
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neſs and hopes of the FaQtion, and how the good 
O/d Canſe will go on, if God by his judgments, and 
the Magiſtrate by his care and ſeverity prevent 
it not. Awake and know, 


2. That the Cauſe not only lives, but there are 
multitudes in the Land, King # fixt and prepar'd to 
carry it on: diſſatisfied Rexbezztes, who for their 
own, or their fathers ſins have loſt their offices, 
their honours, their birth-rights; and perhaps not 
a few of them neither even among the very Senators 
of the Land, who (by their having been there ) 
gather hopes to recover the greatneſs they have loſt; 
at leaſt to make themſelves too great ever after to 
be cruſhed, or degraded again. . But lodge they 
where they will, I will be bold to ſay, they are all of 
the Company of Kprah, frequenters of his Tents, 
or lovers of his Company ; let but his Conventions 
be ſearched, and you will find them all ; for of this 
ſort are they which creep into houſes (2 Tim. 3. 6.). 
However of ſuch pernicious influence they have 
been, that it will be difficult to ſay whether the Bar- 
rels of Powder once under the Senate, or the Cor- 
venticles afterwards adjoyning, have been the moſt 
fitted and adapted to blow it up; or indeed whether 
Fanx with his Dark Lanthorn and his Match in his 
hand, or theſe with their New /:2hts and their white 
and black Caps on their heads, are the moſt likely 
to do the miſchief; pardon the expreſſion, but 
aſſuredly I my ſelf in my days of Curiolity, have 
heard ſuch dangerous Poſitions, ſuch Fiery concluli- 
ons, ſuch Flambeau Divinity vented in thoſe 
Aſſemblies, that I never read nor met with the like 
in 


. o_ 
in Bellarmin, Mariana, Reynolds, nor the worſt of 
Jeſuits, Let the Pillar then ſtand for a laſting 
Monument, to inſtruct all that paſs by where the 
Fire ( that conſumed the City and impoveriſhed 
the Nation) firſt began; but there are and have 
been of late ſo many incendiaries ( Firers ofthe City 
and Country ) for I look upon every Converticler to 
be one, that ifa Column were to be erected at every 
place where the Nation hath been enflam*d, we 
ſhould not have Purſe nor Piety enough to ere& 
them. Habent & Veſpe favos, It ſeems Waſps as 
well as Bees have got their hives ; but if they be 
{ſuffered to breed, and to plant new Colonies, the 
Hony of the Land will ſoon be eaten up, and the 
Bees that ſhould gather new deftroy'd. Wherefore 
awake, awake, you Sampſors of the Age, ( you men 
of Loyalty and of ſtrength) and know that the Ph/:- 
ſtins are pon you3 think not that to Addreſs your 
{elves to your King, to Congratulate his late pre- 
ſervation 1s Loyalty enough ; the better way in theſe 
times of Conſpiracy to exprels it, will be to Addreſs 
your ſelves unto his buſineſs ; to ſeize the Tents of 
Dathan, and to ſcatter the Company of Kprah: for 
aſſuredly, if Korah hath his Company, Dathan will 
have his, and it ſhall not be long ere both of them 
take Men. May the God therefore of Peace, who 
ftilleth the raging of the Sea, and the madneſs of the , 
People, whoſe is the Kingdom and the Power, and 
who ſent his Son zo reconcile the world unto himſelf, 
and each one therein unto the other, make us all 
to be of one mind and of one tongue ; and through the 
aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, to live in the true faith 
and fear of God, in humble Obedience to our Kzne, in 

K brotherhy 
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brotherly love and Charity one to another, that there may 
be no more Schiſms nor Conſpiracies among us, but 
that we may ( all and every one of us) obey them 
that have the rule over us, and ſubmit our ſelves to 
them who watch for our ſouls, To whom three Per- 
ſons, one God, be afcribed all Honour, Glory, 
Power, Adoration now and for ever. 4x. 
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